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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 February 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-6 and 12 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 7.11.13 and 14 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) MO is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Tkis office action is in response to trie Amendment by applicant of February 23, 2005. 

2. Now pending in trie case are claims 7-11 (the elected claim), claim 13 (a linking claim) 
and claims 1-6 and 12 (withdrawn restricted out claims), and new claim 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained tkough the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set fortk in 
section 102 of tkis title, if tke differences between tke subject matter sougkt to be patented and tke prior art are 
suck tkat tke subject matter as a wkole would kave keen okvious at tke time tke invention was made to a person 
kaving ordinary skill in tke art to wkick said sukject matter pertains. Patentability skall not ke negatived ky tke 
manner in wkick tke invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of tke various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of tke okl igation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
tke inventor and invention dates of eack claim tkat was not commonly owned at tke time a later 
invention was made in order for tke examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 7, 11 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
WO 99/55465 (kereinafter '465). 

Claim 7: '465 teaches a method for supplying coating products to at least one spraying 
device. Figures 1-3 and page 1 (the spray kottles). By spraying tke device would atomize tke 



coating products, ky tke nature of spraying. Tke spraying device would be part of a spraying 
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"installation" since the spray device or devices would be an apparatus used for spraying. Tke 
supply method includes displacing at least one principal tank (container 36 forms a "tank" for 
holding liquid) up to the vicinity of a secondary tank (dispenser 12 has a liquid containing area 
20, a "tank" area, for holding liquid). See figures 2-3 and page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 
23 (note the movement of tke container 36 closer to the spray Lottie from figure 2 to figure 3 hy 
lifting and pouring). This secondary tank is intended for use with an atomizer (sprayhead 22). 
Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16. The coating product is transferred from the principal tank 
towards the secondary tank after the displacing step. Figure 3 and page 9, lines 14-23. The 
atomizer is connected to the secondary tank. Page 8, lines 12-16 and figures 2-3 (through 
downtube 24). 

Claim 11: as shown by '465 multiple spray devices can be used. See figure 1. 

Claim 13: '465 also teaches a device for supplying coating products to at least one 
spraying device. Figures 1-3 and page 1 (the spray bottles). By spraying the device would atomize 
the coating products, by the nature of spraying. The spraying device would be part of a spraying 
"installation" since the spray device or devices would be an apparatus used for spraying. Tke 
supply method includes means for displacing at least one principal tank (container 36 forms a 
"tank" for holding liquid) up to the vicinity of a secondary tank (dispenser 12 has a liquid 
containing area 20, a "tank" area, for holding liquid) by hand movement as shown. See figures 
2-3 and page 8, line 10 through page 9, line 23. The means for displacing can also be by placing 
the principal tank (from containers 38, 40, 42) on a wheeled cart to be moved to a dispensing 
location, which at least parti ally moves it tke dispenser 12witk its secondary tank area 22. See 
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figure 1 and page 13, lines 10-15. This secondary tank is intended for use with an atomizer 
(sprayhead 22). Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16. Means are provided for transferring the , 
coating product is from the principal tank towards the secondary tank after the displacing step, 
figure 3 and page 9, lines 14-23 (by pouring) or figure 1 and page 11, lines 10-22 (through tubes 
50). Means are provided for supplying atomizer with coating product from the secondary tank. 
Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16 (through downtube 24). 

Claim 14: the principal tank (containers 38, 40, 42) can be mounted on a wheeled cart, 
which would be a "conveying device" to be moved to the vicinity secondary tanh. See figure 

1 and page 13, lines 10-15. 

'465 teaches all the features of these claims except (1) specifically supplying the atomizer 
with coating products (claim 7), (2) that the principal tanh contains enough coating to supply 
different atomizers with enough coating to spray an object (claim 11) and (3) means precisely as 
described in the specification (claims 13, 14). 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify '465 to (1) supply the atomizer with the coating products 
introduced into the secondary tank because '465 teaches a spray device with a sprayhead 22 
connected to a secondary tank 20 by means of a downtube 24 and that it is desired to use the 
spray device to spray coating material from the secondary tank. As a result, it would be desired to 
supply the atomizer (sprayhead 22) with the coating material from the secondary tank 20 so that 
spraying can actually occur. It would further have been obvious (2) to modi fv '465 to provide 
that the principal tank can supply multiple spray devices with enough coating to coat a single 
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object by optimizing tbe size of tbe principal tank and tke amount of coating inside, because '465 
indicates tbat multiple spray devices can be filled using tke spray mixture from tbe principal tank 
and tbere is no limitation on tke size of tbe object to be sprayed and also indicates tbe desire to 
fill witb an amount for minimal refill (page 13, lines 1-10), tkus suggesting to one of ordinary 
skill in tke art to provide enough material to a spray bottle to cover the size or an object as 
desired. (3) As to claims 13-14, it is tke Examiner's understanding tkat tkis "means" language 
indicates tke use of "means plus function" language as in 35 USC 112, 6 tl * paragrapk. Tkis 
indicates tkat tke "means" claimed is tkat described in tke specification or its equivalents. Tkus, 
as to tke claimed "means" it would furtker kave keen obvious to modi fy '465 to provide tke 
equivalent "means for displacing" of tke principal tank of applicant (page 3 of tke specification, a 
conveyor) by providing tke principal tank on tke wkeeled cart, wkick would act as a conveyor; or 
by moving tke tank ky kand motion wkick would provide an identical movement of tke tank. As 
to tke "means for transferring" of applicant, page 8 descrikes a "coupling means" tkat allows 
transfer, it would be suggested tkat tke transfer means '465 (tke tukes 50) would ke an equivalent 
means, since tke tubes also connect tbe two principal tanks. As to tke "means for supplying tke 
atomizer", it appears tkat tkis means connecting tke atomizer to tke secondary tank so tkat 
coating can transfer (from applicant's specification), and it would be suggested tbat tke downtube 
24 of '465 would be equivalent to tbis, since a connection to tke spraykead 22 and tke tank 20 is 
provided by tkis downtuke. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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6. Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of tbe limitations of tbe base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

'465 does not teacb or suggest tbe use of tbe robot system as claimed. 

Election/Restrictions 

7. As to tbe witbdrawn claims 1-6 and 12, tbese claims will not be rejoined, and tbe 
restriction requirement is maintained, as "linking claim" 13 bas not be found allowable. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments filed February 23, 2005 bave been fully considered but tbey are 
not persuasive. 

As to applicant's arguments tbat tbe reference only provides dispensing by manual 
operation, wbile applicant uses automatic mecbanical means, and tbat according to 35 USG 
112, claim limitations sball be construed to cover tbe corresponding structure materials or acts 
described in tbe specification (see pages 7-9 of tke amendment), tbe Examiner bas reviewed tbese 
arguments, however tke rejection is maintained. As discussed in MPEP 2111, during patent 
examination, claims must be given tbeir broadest reasonable interpretation consistent witb tbe 
specirication. Tke mere fact tbat applicant's specification is directed to a mecbanical metbod 
does not prevent a manual operation from reading on tbe claims. See tbe discussion in MPEP of 
^ In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 541k 550-551 (CCPA 1969), wbere in 
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that case the claims were not limited to a machine when a mental process augmented hy paper 
and pencil could he used. The court explained that "reading a claim in light of the specification, 
to thereby interpret limitations explicitly recited in the claim, is a quite different thing from 
'reading limitations of the specification into a claim/ to therehy narrow the scope of the claim hy 
implicitly adding disclosed limitations which have no express hasis in the claim." Also note that 
although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). In present claim 7, the independent method claim, there no explicit requirement 
that a machine he used to perform the steps. As to device claim 13, "means" requirements, 
apparently under 35 USC 112, paragraph, means plus function language, are present. 
However, on pages 4-5 of the last Office Action, the Examiner made a full analysis of what 
mechanical means are present in the specification that correspond equivalently to the "means" of 
applicant. Furthermore, as to the hroad providing of automatic or mechanical means to replace a 
manual activity, this is not sufficient to distinguisk over the prior art. See In re Venner, 262 
F.2d 91, 95, 120 USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958), as discussed in MPEP 2144.04 (see section 

III). 

As to applicant's arguments that the present invention is directed to spraying coating 
products, and that the reference does not provide such products (see page 10 of the Remarhs), the 
Examiner has reviewed these arguments, however, the rejection is maintained. At page 1 of '465, 
spraying of "cleaners, soaps, insecticides, hair spray, etc." is taught (see page 1, lines 15-20). 
These materials would he generally understood to he coatings since they are a material that would 
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be applied to a surface and would stay on that surface covering it for a period of time. Note how 
hair spray, for example, would stick to and cover hair after it is applied. 

As to applicant's arguments that the wheeled cart would not he analogous to applicant's 
conveyor, as it would still he necessary to manually transport each dispenser to position heneath 
one of the tuhes (see page 10 of the Remarks), the Examiner has reviewed these arguments, 
however, tke rejection is maintained. As skown on page 8, lines 1-11 of tke specification, tke 
conveyor conveys tke principal tank to tke area of tke spray rohot with the secondary tank, then 
the spray rohot with the secondary tank moves into position for transferring coating from tke 
principal tank to tke secondary tank. Tkis is eckoed in claim 13 wkick requires "means for 
displacing at least one principal tank up to tke vicinity of at least one secondary tank". Tke 
manual transportation of tke dispenser to tke fding location after tke wkeeled card is displaced 
near to tke dispenser would not be prevented ky tke claims as worded or ky tke teacking of tke 
conveyor tasks of tke specification. 

As to applicant's arguments as to claim 11 (see pages 10-11 of tke Remarks), tke 
Examiner kas reviewed tkese arguments, kowever, tke rejection is maintained. As skown ky 
Figure 1, of '465 and page 11, lines 1-10, multiple hottles can be refilled in series, and the 
tanks of figure 1 would kold more tkan tke spray kottles. 

As to applicant' argument tkat tke explanation of motivation does not include wky tkose 
skilled in tke art would ke suggested to make tkese modifications (see page 11 of tke Remarks), 
tke Examiner kas reviewed tkese arguments, kowever, tke rejection is maintained. As to tke 
different motivations for tke missing elements (1), (2) and (3) as discussed in tke rejection ahove, 
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(1) for supplying, tkis is provided so that desirakle spraying can actually occur, as to (2) amount 
of coating for filling, tkis is suggested so as to provide enougk material to a spray kottle to cover 
tke size of an okject as desired. As to (3) tke Examiner kas provided a discussion as to wky tke 
"means" of '465 are equivalent to tkat of applicant's claim. 

s As to applicant's arguments witk regard to tke interpretation of 1 12 6 tl * paragrapk (see 
page 11 of tke Remarks), tke Examiner kas reviewed tkese arguments, kowever, tke rejection is 
maintained. Tke Examiner kas cited meckanical elements as to eack "means". 

As to claim 14, it is rejected for tke reasons given in tke rejection akove. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminde d of tke extension oi time 
policy as set fortk in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A skortened statutory period for reply to tkis final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from tke mailing date of tkis action. In tke event a first reply is filed witkin TWO 
MONTHS of tke mailing date of tkis final action and tke advisory action is not mailed untd 
after tke end of tke THREE -MONTH skortened statutory period, tken tke skortened statutory 
period will expire on tke date tke advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will ke calculated from tke mailing date of tke advisory action. In no event, 
kowever, will tke statutory period for reply expire later tkan SIX MONTHS from tke mailing 
date of tkis final action. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should he directed to Katherine A. Bareford whose telephone numher is (571) 272- 
1413. The examiner can normally he reache d on M-F(6:00-3:30) witk tke First Friday Off. 

if attempts to reack tke examiner ky telepkone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Timotky Meeks can be reacked on (571) 272-1423. Tke fax pkone numkers for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 

Otker inquiries can ke directed to tke Teck Center 1700 telepkone numker at (571) 

272-1700. 

Furthermore, information regarding tke status of an application may ke oktained from 
tke Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for puklisked 
appkcations may ke oktained from eitker Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpuklisked applications is available tkrougk Private PAIR only. For more information about 
tke PAIR system, see kttp ://pair- direct .uspto .gov . Skould you kave questions on access to tke 
Private PAIR system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) . 




